
BURLINGTON LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rooted and grounded in love. 

—Ephesians 3:17 

August 14, 2019 
CITY COUNCIL 

L ATE MATERIALS 

Sedro-Woolley City Council, 

My name is Bethany Hull Somers and I am the pastor at Burlington Lutheran Church in 
Burlington. While my church is not in Sedro-Woolley city limits, I have many parishioners who 

live in Sedro-Woolley. 

I am writing in response to the article in the Sedro-Woolley museum newsletter entitled, "Ku 
Klux Klan at Church Dedication." The article is chilling in its normative portrayal of an ugly, 

racist history. The article speaks to the wide span of the KKK in Skagit Valley in 1925 and then 
invites current readers to "share family memories and copies of photos about the KKK 

especially their activities in Skagit." The newsletter includes a picture of a KKK Wedding in 
Skagit Valley where participants are all clad in white hoods. 

Obviously, like much of the country, Skagit Valley's history is marred by white supremacy and 

racism. This article provides an opportunity for local leaders, such as yourselves, to take a 
stand in healing and restoration of that ugly past. I implore you to take leadership in Sedro-
Woolley denouncing the historical presence of the KKK and reminding all of your constituents 
that racism and white supremacy are not welcome in your diverse and thriving community. 

Thank you for the hard work you do on behalf of Skagit County. May God bless you. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bethany Hull Somer 

Pastor Bethany Hull Somers burlingtonlutheranpastor@gmail.com  
Burlington Lutheran Church burlingtonlutheran@gmail.com  
134 E. Victoria Avenue www.burlingtonlutheran.org  
Burlington, WA 98233 (36o) 755-0729 



CITY COUNCIL 
LATE MATERIALS 

To the Sedro-Woolley City Council: 

The Sedro-Woolley Statement of Purpose: The educational purpose of the Sedro-Woolley 

Museum shall be to collect, catalogue, preserve, exhibit, disseminate and maintain materials 

and artifacts of historical and cultural significance to Sedro-Woolley and surrounding 

communities. 

We regret that some of you were offended by our latest newsletter, which was not our 

intent. We were just sharing a part of our history, not realizing the impact the picture and 

article had. We do and will learn from our mistakes. 

If any of you wish to speak to the museum board directly, we invite you our next board 

meeting: September 5, starting at 6:30 pm. Everyone will be given a chance to address this 

issue. Thank you. 

We should all learn from the past, so we do not repeat it. 



Cheryl Brue 

From: Mayor Julia Johnson 

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:34 PM 

To: Cheryl Brue 

Subject: Fwd: recent articles in the Sedro-Woolley Museum newsletter concerning the KKK 

Pastor Eric's letter will be read into public record tonight- 
Here's the copy for your records. 

Julia Johnson, Mayor 
City of Sedro-Woolley 
jjohnson@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us  
360.854-8020 

Sent from my iPad 

CITY COUNCIL 
LATE MATERIALS 

> On Aug 13, 2019, at 4:23 PM, Eric Wangen-Hoch <pr.eric@blchurch.net> wrote: 

> Dear Sedro-Woolley Council, 

> First off thank-you for the work you do and for hearing people out every day. 

> Secondly thank-you for taking time to read this letter. I don't write these very often. In fact 
this my first. 

> I want to talk about what the recent newsletter from the Sedro-Woolley Museum featuring a 
large picture of men, women, and children dressed in KKK robes and two articles from the 
1920's that depicted KKK activities in a positive light. These articles were printed with no 
context whatsoever. The museum made no mention why they printed them and what they 
contributed to the teaching of the town's history. To give the benefit of the doubt, I do not 
believe the museum promotes nor agrees with the KKK and it's racist values. But the museum 
could and should have provided context. For example it could have said, "the museum seeks to 
educate people not only about the best times of our history but also the worst, less we repeat the 
past. Here are example of the past racism masquerading as Christian faithfulness." As 
previously noted the pictures and articles had no context whatsoever. In generous ligfht, I 
would attribute this to lack quality control and oversight. 

• Why do I bring this up? I believe what we do not call out or name, we condone. I can be 
guilty of this as well. In 2015 a mixed racial couple at my church left Sedro-Woolley for 
Bellingham. While taking a summer bike ride a car drove by them with the driver yelling racial 
epithets at them. The child asked what were those words and family decided right there and then 
to move out of town and did so in a matter of months. I shared the story with my church but not 
outside of the church. Without the conversation we cannot address the problem, ie, verbal 
harassment of a bi-racial couple run out town in Sedro-Woolley. My silence contributed to that. 
Whoever the yeller was, he or she won. 

> So I do not want to let this newsletter from the museum silently slide away. Doing so sends 
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the message everything is okay to the wrong people who read them whoever they may be. The 
museum does some very fine things for Sedro-Woolley. History is what makes any group of 
people a people. They preserve the town's history. I value their work. I don't want to rush to 
false and debilitating accussations. At the same time I feel the publishing of the articles without 
context was not responsible on their part and could have been done much better. 

> I believe at this point before anything escalates is to have a conversation where the museum 
can explain why it published the articles the way it did and to hear the impact it had on others. 

> I had wanted to attend the August 14th council meeting but I will be at another meeting that 
evening. If I was to be there this is what I would have said. 

> Peace, 

> Pr. Eric Wangen-Hoch 
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